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THE VICAR’S LETTER
Dear friends,
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
This month we celebrate the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee. She is the longest
reigning monarch in British history. Up
until recently she attended church
every week and still did a full week’s
work at the age of 96!
It is her commitment to serving God
and the nation which stands out in her
life. Even before she became Queen,
she made a promise, which she has
kept for over 75 years: ‘I declare
before you all that my whole life,
whether it be long or short, shall be
devoted to your service’ (21st birthday
broadcast, 21st April 1947).
What is the secret of the Queen’s
consistency of character and service?
In 2002 she said this: “I know just how
much I rely on my faith to guide me
through the good times and the bad.
Each day is a new beginning. I know

that the only way to live my life is to
try to do what is right, to take the long
view, to give of my best in all that the
day brings, and to put my trust in
God.” These are wise words from
somebody who draws her strength
from the Christian Faith and can
inspire all of us who want to make our
lives count!
The Queen has been an example of
joyful, wise, and generous service on
behalf of others all her life. Six
months before her coronation she
asked the nation and Commonwealth
to “pray that God may give me
wisdom and strength to carry out the
solemn promises I shall be making,
and that I may faithfully serve Him
and you, all the days of my life.” Paul
urges us to pray for all in authority,
“that we may live peaceful and quiet
lives in all godliness and holiness.” (1
Timothy 2:2).
Best wishes,

Duncan
The Reverend Duncan Carter
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Trinity at Four update
Sharing Good News for Henley
Dear friends,
As a church, we’ve been involved in
producing a wonderful resource for
sharing the good news of Jesus: a local
Henley edition of Luke’s gospel. With a
local introduction, some stories from local
Christians, and plenty of beautiful local
pictures, it’s a very attractive little booklet
to give to people!

up a conversation with an invite to join us
for church, where the gospel is explained
clearly week by week.

know what you think!” If you don’t live in
Henley itself, don’t let that hold you back!
You go to church in Henley, and your
local friends are likely to know Henley
well.

God’s Word is like a seed. Our job is to
plant the seed. It may take some time for
there to be any visible growth. The soil
where the seed lands may be completely
unreceptive to growth at this, or indeed
any time. That’s not our responsibility- we
can just keep sowing seed. And like all
good seed, if we all keep steadily sowing
together, over time, there will be fruit.

For some of us, this is the first time we
have been encouraged to be proactive in
sharing our faith, and you may find the
idea quite intimidating. There’s no
pressure, and certainly no sense of guilt if
Let me encourage us all to make the
this is something you find challenging.
most of these booklets by joining together But all of us can start with that first step of
in following these four steps:
praying. And let's then be open to God
Pray: for opportunities to give the gospel helping us step out of our comfort zones
to share the best news in the world. As
to local friends and contacts. You’ll be
amazed what opportunities crop up when you do so remember:
God’s Word is the good news our
we start praying for them.
friends need. It’s easy to forget how
Give: the booklet to a friend or local
good the good news of Jesus is, and how
contact. In so doing, make it personal!
much we all need it. Have confidence! If
Something like, “our church has been
your friend comes to trust in Jesus
involved in producing this lovely bookletbecause you took the first step to share
would you like one? It’s a copy of Luke’s
gospel from the Bible, and it includes lots with them, they will be hugely grateful to
of local pictures, some local stories at the you! Jesus is a gamechanger for them,
even if they don’t realise it at the moment.
back, and a local introduction. I’d love to

Chat: Follow up at some point! Asking
some simple questions could lead to a
really good conversation: “Did you have a
chance to have a look? What did you
think? Have you read much in the Bible
before? The introduction points to the
parable of the Lost Son as a starting
point- why not start there? You could also
share what you have found attractive
about Jesus, and why you’d recommend
reading more.
Invite: It might be a natural thing to follow

“Others, like seed sown on good soil,
hear the word, accept it, and produce a
crop—some thirty, some sixty, some a
hundred times what was sown.”
Mark 4:20

Much love,

Sam
The Reverend Sam Brewster
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Children’s Pages
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
This year Her Majesty The Queen became the first British Monarch to celebrate a
Platinum Jubilee marking 70 years of service to the people of the United Kingdom,
the Realms and the Commonwealth.
Celebrations will include The Queen’s Birthday Parade (Trooping the Colour)
on 2nd June when more than 1,400 parading soldiers, 200 horses and 400
musicians will come together. Beginning at Buckingham Palace, the Parade will
move down The Mall to Horse Guard's Parade, joined by Members of the Royal
Family on horseback and in carriages. The Parade will close with the traditional
R.A.F. fly-past, watched by The Queen and Members of the Royal Family from the
Buckingham Palace balcony.
Platinum Jubilee Beacons: The United Kingdom’s long tradition of celebrating
Royal Jubilees, Weddings and Coronations with the lighting of beacons will also
continue. Over 1,500 beacons will be lit throughout the United Kingdom, Channel
Islands, Isle of Man and UK Overseas Territories.
Majesty
Queen
First
British
Monarch
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SERVICES in JUNE
The Vicar, the Reverend Duncan
SUNDAY 3rd JULY
Carter, will lead the morning services.
Third Sunday after Trinity
The Reverend Sam Brewster, will
lead the Trinity at Four services.
10:00 A.M.
MORNING WORSHIP

SUNDAY 5th JUNE

4:00 P.M.

TRINITY AT FOUR

Whit Sunday
Pentecost

10:00 A.M. MORNING WORSHIP
FOR ROYAL JUBILEE
4:00 P.M.

TRINITY AT FOUR

BAPTISM
29th May

SUNDAY 12th June
Trinity Sunday

10:00 A.M.

HOLY COMMUNION

4:00 P.M.

TRINITY AT FOUR

SUNDAY 19th JUNE
First Sunday after Trinity

10:00 A.M. MORNING WORSHIP
4:00 P.M.

TRINITY AT FOUR

SUNDAY 26th JUNE
Second Sunday after Trinity

10:00 A.M.
4:00 P.M.
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HOLY COMMUNION
TRINITY AT FOUR

Benjamin Thomas
Greville White

FUNERAL
20th May

Ivy Elizabeth Cook

Reverend Duncan Carter
Holy Trinity Vicarage
Church Street
Henley-on-Thames
Oxfordshire, RG9 1SE
Tel: (01491) 574822
The Vicar is always glad to see
anyone needing help or advice.
Talking through problems and praying
with people are his top priorities. Do
not feel worried about sharing your
problems, whatever the concern, large
or small. For your reference, his day
off is Saturday.

Parochial Church Council
At our annual meetings on Sunday
the 8th of May the churchwardens
were re-elected and five people were
elected to the P.C.C. for a three year
term, while one member has served
one year and remains a P.C.C.
member. Our two Deanery Synod
representatives are also one year into
a three year term and no election was
required. Your representatives now
are:Churchwardens: Michael Forsdike
and Peter Jones
Deanery Synod Members: Michael
Forsdike and Peter Greenman

P.C.C. Members: Simon Cook,
Andrew Galletley, Jackie Harrison,
Stefan Kotas, Malcolm Selway and
Barbara Williams.
Reverend Duncan Carter chairs the
P.C.C. and Reverend Sam Brewster
is also a member.
If you have any concerns about any
church matters or there is something
you would like to be discussed at the
P.C.C., please have a word with any
of these people who will be very
happy to listen to what you have to
say.
Peter Jones

Thank You All
At our Annual Parochial Church
Meeting Duncan made a special point
of thanking the many people who
keep the church wheels turning. He
particularly said thank you to P.C.C.
members, especially those standing
down for continuing for another term;
Anne Sandars for looking after the
church flowers this year (and to
Maureen, Ruth, Mary and Rosemary
who have done them so well over
many years); to Sarah Cook for her
very substantial work as Safeguarding
Officer, both for Trinity Church and
Trinity at Four; to Peter Greenman for
his help and know-how in streaming
our services for those who can’t get to
church; to Sally Rankin and her
helpers for their work in the

churchyard; to Richard Young for ‘The
Trinity Times’ and the website; to
Gillian Chappell for our Facebook
page; and many others who help in so
many ways.
He drew attention to the various ways
church members are involved in the
community, as described in the
P.C.C.’s annual report, and added
that Debbie Bruwer will be leading a
new initiative of Christians Against
Poverty now being set up in Henley.
And he paid tribute to two much loved
members of our church who died last
year, Ian Forster and Joy Williams.
They are both remembered with great
affection and are sorely missed.
Peter Jones
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Michael Forsdike
By coincidence Michael Forsdike’s
licence as a Lay Minister expired on
the 8th of May, the
day of our A.P.C.M.
After five years of
training and 20
years service as
licensed minister,
Michael has
decided not to
apply for an
extension.
Fortunately, as
Churchwarden
Michael will still be
able to perform all
the same functions
in Trinity Church as
he has in the past,
but will not in future
be able to assist in
other churches
across the Deanery
as previously – Remenham, Greys,
Nuffield and others during
interregnums. Duncan thanked

Michael particularly for all the support
he had given to him personally down
the years.
Michael told the
A.P.C.M. it has been
a privilege and a joy
to serve this church
fellowship but,
suffering the after
effects of Covid, his
doctor had told him
to “do less and enjoy
more”! He said both
his children had
been baptised at
Holy Trinity and both
were married here,
and all his
grandchildren had
been baptised here
too. He will continue
to support Duncan
and the ministry team at Holy Trinity,
including Sam Brewster and Peter
Greenman in every way he can.
Peter Jones
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Beware All Donations!
The Rectory
Saint James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
This has been an unusual month: we
have moved from hysterical excitement
to deep disappointment within the
space of days.

that if you tell someone something in
complete confidence, they assume it
means they can only tell one other
person at a time.

For many years, our vestry has
displayed an oil painting generously
donated by the Dowager Duchess of
Stansby – given to us, I suspect,
because her son, the tenth Duke, would
not allow it in his house. It was
supposed to depict Daniel in the lions’
den, although I always thought it looked
more like a prospective adopter visiting
a dog rescue centre. The Dowager was
less than pleased when it wasn’t made
the centrepiece in the sanctuary, but we
managed to persuade her that her
exceptional work of art would be safer
from theft if locked away.

By evening, mutually opposed camps had
already formed. Miss Timmins wanted the
treasure to be placed in a side chapel, as
a shrine, preferably with candles
permanently burning beside it. She
envisaged Saint James the Least of All
becoming a place of pilgrimage, and that
this yet-to-be revealed cherub may work
miracles of healing. She was already
asking for opinions about where the car
park should be built to cater for the
thousands of tourists who would soon be
flocking here. Another group wanted to
sell it as soon as possible and use the
money to repair our church tower. A third
group insisted the fortune it would raise
be given to African missionaries.
Meanwhile, the tenth Duke was
consulting his solicitors to see how he
might get the canvas back to his castle.

Then - our cleaner happened to knock
it off the wall. If it had landed in her
bucket of disinfectant and been totally
destroyed, it would have been a
sadness I suspect I could have learned
to bear. But something more
interesting happened. Some of the
Dowager’s oil was chipped off – to
reveal a painting underneath of what
looked like a cherub.
The cleaner told the churchwarden,
who instructed her not to tell anyone
about the find. This inevitably meant
that, within the hour, the entire parish
knew of the discovery of what had
already been transformed into a
priceless pre-Raphaelite treasure. Our
churchwarden has yet to learn the fact

We compromised by getting the thing Xrayed, to see what work of art lay
underneath. It turned out to be by a local
artist who had painted an advert for the
village pharmacist to sell his own brand
of gripe water.
Shrines, towers and good deeds were
quietly forgotten and the last we heard
of the tenth Duke was that he was
consulting a second set of solicitors to
see if he can get out of paying the first
set for the work that they had done to
retrieve the painting.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
Parish Pump
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PARISH JOTTINGS
A bit of history
Old hands will know that we have two
annual meetings but, because they are
always held on the same day in quick
succession, this technicality can easily
pass without notice. The first, the
Annual Meeting of Parishioners
(sometimes called the Annual Parish
Meeting or, more mysteriously, the
Vestry Meeting), is only for the purpose
of electing churchwardens. Anyone who
lives in the parish can attend and vote,
even if they are not a church member
(but fortunately never do!). This curious
anachronism dates from before the mid19th century, when there was no
distinction between the civil parish and
the ecclesiastical parish and the
churchwardens and a committee known
as the Vestry Committee (or commonly
just “the vestry”) because it often met in
the church vestry, administered the
Poor Law, repaired the roads and were
electively the local government. Happily
we no longer have to repair the roads or
make social security payments but we
still have the annual meeting.
Did you miss the A.P.C.M.?
The second of our two meetings, the
Annual Parochial Church Meeting, is
much like the A.G.M. of any other
organisation. The P.C.C. gives a report
on activities during the year, the church
finances, the state of the church
building and its contents etc. Our
meetings were held on 8th of May and, if
you were unable to make it, there are
still some copies of the P.C.C.’s report
and the accounts in church. If you would
like to know more, have a word with any
P.C.C. member. They are listed
elsewhere in this edition of Trinity
Times.
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Bread and wine
One of the casualties of the Covid
pandemic was the Church of
England’s normal practice of
administering communion wine from
a common cup, because of the risk of
passing on infection. At communion
services in the morning we have
been distributing only bread. Now
that the pandemic has abated, should
we continue like this? Or should we
return to the common cup? Or should
we look for a middle course, if we are
allowed, like individual cups? The
decision lies with the Vicar but
Duncan would like to know how
church members feel. Let him or a
P.C.C. member know what you think.
Joy Williams
On Tuesday 10th May we gave thanks
for the life of a much loved church
member, Joy Williams, who died last
July but whose family could only now
gather for her memorial service
because ofthe lifting of travel restrictions
in New Zealand. Her son Richard gave
a moving tribute and there were lovely
readings from other family members.
The service was followed by a splendid
tea at Henley Cricket Club on a
beautiful Spring evening.
Trinity Together
On the second Tuesday of each month
a good number of members of the
morning and afternoon church families
meet together at 8:00 p.m. in church
for Trinity Together; to praise God, to
give thanks for all our blessings and to
pray about things which are on our
minds and hearts. Prayer is the
foundation of church life: join us
sometime if you can, in person
or on line.

The lower path leading through the Millennium Garden at Holy Trinity church
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CONTACTS AT HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
Vicar
The Reverend Duncan Carter

Holy Trinity Vicarage

01491 574822

Minister for Trinity at Four
The Reverend Sam Brewster

29 Gainsborough Hill

07899 843461

Churchwardens
Peter Jones
Michael Forsdike
PCC Treasurer
Magazine Editor
Safeguarding Officer
Diocesan Safekeeping Team

64 Ancastle Green
01491 572718
1 Brookside, Watlington 01491 612161
Stefan Kotas
Richard Young
Sarah Cook

07539 822201
01491 578422
07739 359584
01865 208290

Holy Trinity website : http://www.holytrinityhenley.org.uk
Readers are invited to contribute articles, features, notices, etc., for
publication in the Trinity Times. Submissions should be delivered to
Richard Young, 11 Saint Mary’s Close, (01491 578422), or E-mailed to the
Trinity Times mailbox at ‘magazine@holytrinityhenley.org.uk’.
For inclusion in the next magazine, submissions must be received by
Sunday the 12th of June.

