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WHAT’S ON AT HOLY TRINITY CHURCH… 
 

 

REGULAR CHURCH GROUPS and ACTIVITIES 
Group/Activity Location/Times Contact Tel. 

(01491) 
Chimes 
(7 - 11 year olds) 

Wednesdays, 6.00 p.m., 
Parish Room, Holy Trinity 
Church 

Duncan 
Carter 

574 822 

Church Cleaning Holy Trinity Church Peter Jones 572718 

Church Flowers Holy Trinity Church Mary Burton 
Ruth Forster 

572971 
575468 

Churchyard 
Maintenance 

Holy Trinity Church Maurice 
Litchfield 

 
575953 

Contact 
Programme of 
Social Events 

Usually 8.00 p.m. on the 
second Tuesday of the 
month at varying venues 

Alistair & 
Karen 
Washbourn 

 
 

576132 
Tuesday Home 
Group 

8.00 p.m. Tuesdays at 196 
Greys Road 

Michael 
Forsdike 

 
574158 

Monday Home  
Group 

8.00 p.m. Mondays at 
varying venues 

Jenny Griffin 
Tracey 
Arnold 

579865 
 

577555 
Informal Prayer 
Group 

6.00 p.m. Mondays for half 
an hour in the Parish 
Room 

Michael 
Forsdike  

 
574158 

Music Group Practices usually 8.00 p.m. 
Fridays at 118 St. 
Andrew’s Road 

Mike & Hilary 
Reeve 

 
573247 

Parents, Carers 
and Toddlers 
Group 

12.30 pm usually on last 
Friday in month) at 126 St. 
Andrew’s Road for a soup 
lunch 

Jenny Griffin  579865 

Knit & Stitch 
Group 

Usually 2.00 p.m. 
Thursdays at various 
homes 

Mary Burton 
Jean Smith 

572971 
573714 

Healing Study 
Group 

Various times in the Parish 
Room 

Pat Lewis 572600 
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Dear Friends, 
 
On the night when our Lord was 
betrayed. He looked at the small group 
of men who were later to spread the 
good news of the forgiveness of sin 
and His resurrection.  He realised that 
whatever they preached, they were 
not going to have much effect unless 
they could also get on with each other, 
and there seemed little sign of that 
happening.  As He watched them 
arguing amongst themselves Jesus 
spoke: 
 
'A new commandment I give you, 
that you love one another even as I 
have loved you, that you also love 
one another.  By this shall all men 
know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.' 
John 13: 34-35 
 
You could hear a pin drop! 
 
The word Jesus used for love was the 
Greek word � � � � � �– a special Greek 
word for love.  It is often used in the 
New Testament and nearly always 
refers to the love of God or Christ, or 
the love of Christians for each other.  It 
is linked closely with the work and gifts 
of the Holy Spirit.  In other words it is 
the highest form of love. 
 
As a church we have taken that word 
and the subject of love for the church 
to consider throughout November. 
 
I have produced some guidelines for 
daily Bible reading which will be 
available in the church from November 
1st. It is hoped that all church 

members will make a special effort to 
use these notes so that together we 
can think through God’s challenge to 
love. 
 
Then, from the second week in 
November groups will be meeting 
during the day and in the evenings. 
We hope you will be able to commit 
yourself to one of these, for what is a 
special four week only course. It will 
be of great benefit personally, and a 
huge boost to the life of Holy Trinity 
Church – helping us to give some 
thought to Jesus challenge to love. 
 
We have all experienced something of 
God’s love – and we all have ideas, 
hopes and dreams of what greater 
love and care might be like. Please 
come along and join discussions so 
that we benefit together from the 
wealth of experience within the church 
community. If you can’t make a set 
time each week even for four weeks, 
don’t worry – you can join in with any 
of the groups. Their times and venues 
will be on the church notice board. 
You will be most welcome. No 
experience of such things is 
necessary. Everyone is equally of 
value. 
 
I look forward to discovering with you 
the fruits of this exercise as we look 
forward to Advent. 
 
 

Best wishes, 
 

� � � � � � �
 

Revd. Duncan Carter 



 

4 

SHOULD CHRISTIANS GO TO WAR? 
 

Have you ever wondered how people 
of peace, like Christians, can 
contemplate the use of force? 
 

Certainly the violence of these opening 
years of the 21st century is staggering. 
Terrorist activity and military conflict 
world-wide – the resulting loss of life 
can never, ever, be things of which the 
human race can be proud. No wonder 
such mayhem causes us distress – 
and this distress should ideally drive us 
to prayer. 
 

As for what Christians should do, here 
are some questions to consider:- 
 

1. Do we believe in the validity of 
punishment? 
 

The answer, surely, must be Yes – if 
there is such a thing as objective truth 
and a given morality by which human 
life is ordered. If this were not so, we 
would have to remove from our 
vocabulary such words as ‘reward’, 
‘merit’, justice’ and even ‘forgiveness’. 
 

Punishment is not a popular word in 
circles that dislike the language of 
retribution, and who speak rather of 
‘corrective punishment’. However, St 
Paul said secular authority is “God’s 
servant, an agent of wrath to bring 
punishment on the wrongdoer.” 
(Romans 13:4, NIV). So the treatment 
of wrongdoing must have a retributive 
element in it, if it is ever to be 
corrective. 
 

2. Is there a difference between force 
and violence? 
 

The use of force is the disciplinary 
exercise of lawful authority – as seen, 
for example, in a well-run police force. 
This is a valid part of God’s order. St 

Paul said: “Everyone must submit 
himself to the governing 
authorities…he who rebels is rebelling 
against what God has instituted…” 
(Romans 13:1,2) 
 

Of course ‘force’ can become ‘violence’ 
under a repressive authority. 
Revelation 13:5-8 depicts such 
authorities as a blasphemous “beast”. 
Then the call can indeed be for civil 
disobedience. The earliest Trades 
Unions themselves were begun 
through Christian influence! 
 

3. Do we assent to the depravity of the 
human heart?  
 

People are selfish. We can’t be trusted 
to behave well towards others. So our 
societies need to agree rules for our 
order and survival. Without such 
restraints, and the power to apply 
them, chaos and anarchy are the 
result. 
 

A Christian is called to shun all 
violence, but to also be committed to 
the disciplined use of force. Sadly, a lot 
of muddled thinking takes place 
(especially during times of international 
conflict) when the debate fails to take 
account of the difference between 
violence and force.  
 

Force is concerned with the upholding 
of law. Violence is concerned with the 
overthrow of law. 

Armistice Day 
At 11.00 a.m. on the eleventh day of 
the eleventh month in 1918, after four 
and a quarter years of war, the guns at 
last fell silent on the battlefields of 
Europe as Germany admitted defeat 
and signed an armistice. 

Parish Pump



 

5 

� � � � � �� � � 	 �
 �� � 	 �� � 
 � � � �� �� 	 � � �
 

On the 28th of this month, the story 
begins again, the story told by the 
Church’s year, a story which takes us 
from birth to everlasting life. Life has 
many beginnings and endings, ups 
and downs, highs and lows and 
ordinary times; the Church year’s 
reflects all this. 
 

Advent is the beginning, with hope, 
faith, pregnancy; a waiting time with 
worries and fears of what might be. 
The birth at Christmas brings the highs 
of joy, peace, celebration, love, relief 
and delight and good news of the start 
of Jesus’ human life. And Epiphany is 
about giving and promising, with gifts 
and greetings; happiness contrasted 
with fear and escape. Candlemass 
foretells the first ending. 
 

Lent is about repentance, reflection, 
temptations in life and Christian 
response – a fresh start. It leads to 
Passiontide with its drama of 
abandonment, aloneness, guilt, 
forgiveness and deep emotion. 
 

And so to an ending, yet this leads to 
another new beginning. The purple of 
Passiontide gives way to the gold of 
Easter: the new birth, as Jesus’ divine 
nature becomes apparent through his 
risen life. Yet first there has to be the 
farewells and promises of Ascension. 
 

Then comes Pentecost, the start of the 
real story of eternal life for all. We 
ourselves are written into the story 
through the long Trinity season with its 
reminders of grace, love, endurance: 
humanity changing, learning, growing 
in faith. 
 

Each chapter of the Church’s year is a 

biography of Jesus, but also a 
biography of us. The colours 
associated with the seasons remind us 
of this, with gold or white at new 
beginnings like Christmas and Easter, 
red at Pentecost reflecting excitement, 
strength and power, and green of the 
Sundays after Trinity as the colour of 
growth, our growth in faith, study, 
prayer, love and service to others. 
 

Parish Pump 
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The OXFAM shops play a vital role in 
providing funds for the relief of poverty 
and for development work in the 
world©s most needy countries. By 
using mainly volunteers to run its 
shops OXFAM can devote more of its 
resources to its charitable work. 
  

The OXFAM shop in the Market Place 
is looking for more volunteers. The 
work involves serving customers, 
sorting incoming goods, putting goods 
on display and pricing goods. No 
special skills are required, nor is there 
any age limit. A sense of humour and 
an ability to work with others are 
important qualities.If you are 
interested, please call in at the shop. 
The manager, Lyn Morris, is usually 
there in the morning. 
  

Lyn and I have been volunteers at 
OXFAM for several years. We 
thoroughly enjoy our work and are 
glad that it is contributing to the relief 
of poverty worldwide. 
  

Paul Clayden 
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Clues Across 
7 Determine the place of (6) 
8 Married, also meaning favoured and 
blessed of the Lord (6) 
9 A change of position (4) 
10 A collection of precious things (8) 
11 Someone who speaks by divine 
     inspiration (7) 
13 The sacred writings of the Christian 
religion (5) 
15 Members of the shepherd©s flock 
     (5) 
17 Serious and intent (7) 
20 Something brought into existence 
    (8) 
21 An indication of approval (4) 
22 Densely wooded area (6) 
23 A soft pale precious metal (6)  

Clues Down 
1 Esteem or respect (6) 
2 A type of priestly offering (4) 
3 A person not acknowledging God (7) 
4 Commander-in-chief of Saul©s army 
   (5) 
5 Challenge the accuracy of (8) 
6 A cylindrical container (6) 
12 A star cluster in the constellation 
Taurus (8) 
14 Insanity (7) 
16 A woman consecrated or devoted 
to prostitution (6) 
18 A coin of ancient Greece (6) 
19 Marked by conspicuous religiosity 
     (5) 
21 Exchange for money (4)  
 

(Answers on Page 11) 
 

Parish Pump
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SERVICES in NOVEM BER… 
 
The Vicar, the Revd Duncan Carter, 
will lead the services, with the 
assistance of Trevor Lewis, Pat 
Lewis and Michael Forsdike 
(Licensed Lay Ministers). 
 
 

 

SUNDAY 7th NOVEMBER 
3 before Advent 

 
8.00 A.M.     HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Sidesman                  Frances Foale 
 
10.00 A.M. MORNING WORSHIP 
 
Sidesmen             Neil & Jo Gunnell 
 
Readings                        Anne Dixon 
 
Coffee          Wendy Allum & 

Sally Jones 
 
6.00 P.M.      EVENING PRAYER 
 
 
 

SUNDAY 14th NOVEMBER 
Remembrance Sunday 

2 before advent  
 

8.00 A.M.     HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Sidesman             Maurice Litchfield 
 
10.00 A.M. MORNING WORSHIP 
AND ACT OF REMEMBRANCE. 
 
Sidesmen         Jean Smith &  

Maureen George 
 

Readings                            Alfie Hay 
 
Coffee          Jenny Fleming & 

Jane Herrington 
 
6.00 P.M.  HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

 
 

SUNDAY 21st NOVEMBER 
Christ the King 

 

8.00 A.M.     HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Sidesman                 Peggie Wilcock 
 
10.00 A.M. MORNING WORSHIP 
                             AND BAPTISM 
 
Sidesmen        Peter & 

Barbara Williams 
 
Readings                      Dave Arnold 
 
Coffee          Jenny Flemming 

& Jane Herrington 
 

6.00 P.M.      EVENING PRAYER 
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SUNDAY 28th NOVEMBER 
Advent Sunday 

 
8.00 A.M.     HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Sidesman                Peggie Wilcock 
 
10.00 A.M.   HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Verger                              Pat Lewis 
 
Sidesman                   Keith Stirland 
 
Readings         George Whitehouse 
 
Coffee             Jean Smith & 
      Maureen George  
 
6.00 P.M.      EVENING PRAYER 
 
 

�

� � � � � �

�

Our four week study course for all 
church members begins in the 
second week of November. Have 
you decided which group you will 
join? 
 
 

 
 

FROM  THE REGISTERS 
 

BAPTISM S 
 

17 October  M ontgomery Euan Heath 
 
17 October  Caspian Peter Taylor 
 

M ARRIAGES 
 

2nd October  
            James Robert M acFarlane 
           &   Boguslawa Jadwiga Gwozdz 
 
23 October   
            Andrew Wigf ield 
           &  Kathryn Ann Auchterlounie 
 

FUNERALS 
 

12th October Dennis Herbert Owen 
                                                   Hewitt 
22nd October Timothy John Arthur 
 
 
 

 

Revd. Duncan Carter 
 

Holy Trinity Vicarage 
Church Street 

HENLEY-ON-THAMES 
Oxon RG9 1SE 

 
Tel: (01491) 574 822 

 
The Vicar is always glad to see 
anyone needing help or advice. 

Talking through problems and praying 
with people are his top priorities. 

Please don’t feel frightened of asking, 
whatever the concern - large or small. 

 
For your reference, his day off is 

usually Friday. 
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Behind the Scenes 
There is always a lot of paperwork to 
be done in connection with running a 
church. Even a church is not free from 
having to complete many forms of 
various types in common with most 
organisations these days. Form filling 
is characteristic of the era and as a 
result the vicar and church officers 
have to spend a fair amount of time 
engrossed in paperwork. At this time of 
year the Henley Deanery Synod 
requires forms to be completed for 
church attendance. The Deanery uses 
these and other statistics gathered by 
the diocese as the basis of calculating 
the Parish Share. Other forms 
include those for annual 
©Statistics for Mission© which 
record the numbers of 
baptisms, marriages, funerals, 
and communicants. Also, at the 
end of the year financial returns 
have to be completed. There are 
probably many other forms to deal 
with that I have not yet found out 
about. 
 

� � � � � � � � � � � � �  
 

The interregnum at St Mary©s with 
Remenham will soon be at an end. The 
new Rector is to be the Revd. Canon 
Martyn Griffiths who is at present 
Rector of the united benefice of St 
John and St George in Preston, in the 
Diocese of Blackburn, Lancashire. He 
will take up his new post in January. 
 

This month we are to have a new path 
constructed in the upper churchyard. 
An anonymous donor has generously 
provided the funds for the work. The 
path will take the line of the original one 
that was laid a long time ago. This old 
tarmacadam path has almost 

disintegrated and has become mainly 
covered up with grass and soil. The 
remains of the old path will have to be 
removed and a new foundation layer 
put in place to provide a sound base 
for the new surfacing. After the new 
black tarmacadam surfacing has 
hardened, it will be covered with a 
coating of natural pea shingle so that 
the path will blend in more aesthetically 
with our environmentally friendly 
churchyard. The initial work should 
take about a week to complete. Before 
the project could proceed, a diocesan 
Faculty had to be obtained. This is the 
ecclesiastical equivalent of getting 
planning permission to carry out the 

work and involved a lot of 
paperwork. It took many months 

of form filling and waiting to 
obtain the Faculty. The actual 
construction of the path should 

be comparatively swift and 
straightforward. 

 

The autumn Home Groups are now up 
and running and they would welcome 
new members. Home Groups give 
parishioners the chance to meet up 
with each other during the week, 
regardless of whether, or not, they 
manage to get to church, on Sundays. 
It is well worth joining one of them. 
 

Last month the Finance Committee 
met to discuss the church©s budget for 
2005. The budget should be similar to 
that of this year©s. The only unknown 
quantity is the overall cost of church 
repairs. Next year the PCC©s Honorary 
Treasurer©s post will become vacant. 
We hope that someone from our 
fellowship would like to take on this roll. 
 

JB
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People are like tea bags - you have to 
put them in hot water before you know 
how strong they are. 
 

A sexton is a man who minds his keys 
and pews. 
Come in and pray today. Beat the 
Christmas rush! 
 

Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm 
next Wednesday in the church lounge. 
Please use large double door at the 
side entrance. 
 

* When the restaurant next to a church 
put out a big sign with red letters that 
said, ‘Open Sundays’, the church 
reciprocated with its own message: 
‘We are open on Sundays, too.’ 
 

They shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. 

- Isaiah 2.4 
 

Christ could not imagine people 
believing in his teaching of humility, 
love and universal brotherhood, quietly 
and deliberately organising the murder 
of their brother men. 

- Leo Tolstoy What I Believe 1884 
 

As peace is of all goodness, so war is 
an emblem, a hieroglyphic, of all 
misery. 
- John Donne Sermons, 12 (1622) 
 

We used to wonder where war lived, 
what is was that made it so vile. And 
now we realise that we know where it 
lives, that it is inside ourselves. 

- Albert Camus Notebooks, 3 1962 
 

A great war leaves the country with 
three armies - an army of cripples, an 

army of mourners, and an army of 
thieves. 

- Anon 
 

The tragedy of war is that it uses 
man’s best to do man’s worst. 

- Anon 
 

Mankind must put an end to war, or 
war will put an end to mankind. 

- John F Kennedy 
 

Let men who delight in the cruelties of 
war remember that their day is 
coming.  

- Louis Mumford 
 

Hatred is blind as well as love.  
- Thomas Fuller 

 

If there is anything in which earth, 
more than any other, resembles hell, it 
is its wars.  

- Albert Barnes 
If men are prepared to die, they are 
ready for anything. 
- Joseph Addison Alexander 
 

Parish Pump 
 
 

CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
 

Answers Across 
7 Locate, 8 Beulah, 9 Move, 10 
Treasure, 11 Prophet, 13 Bible, 15 
Sheep, 17 Earnest, 20 Creation, 21 
Seal, 22 Forest, 23 Silver  
 

Answers Down 
1 Honour, 2 Wave, 3 Heathen, 4 
Abner, 5 Question, 6 Barrel, 12 
Pleiades, 14 Madness, 16 Harlot, 18 
Stater, 19 Piety, 21 Sell  
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REFLECTIONS 
John Burton looks through past issues of Holy Trinity Church magazines 

 

75 YEARS AGO - 1929 
 

The Church Council 
A meeting of the Parochial Church 
Council was held in the Vestry on 
Wednesday evening, October 16th. 
Ways and means were discussed 
about how best to raise our Parochial 
Quota of £41/7/0 for the Oxford 
Diocesan and Church Assembly Fund. 
It was suggested that the collections in 
church on Advent Sunday at the 
services at 11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m. 
should be devoted towards the object, 
and this was decided upon. The 
members of the Council also resolved 
that as in former years, there should 
be a house to house collection. Most 
of them very kindly undertook this 
voluntary duty. We trust that they will 
have good success from many 
subscribers. 
 

Armistice Day 
On Monday November 11th, there will 
fall the Eleventh Anniversary of the 
Armistice. On the eve of that day, 
"Remembrance Sunday", we shall 
remember those who laid down their 
lives in the Great War, at the 
celebration of Holy Communion at 8 
p.m. On the following day "The Two 
Minutes Silence" will be kept in the 
Church at 11 a.m., and immediately 
afterwards there will be, as formally, a 
Service of Thanksgiving, and of 
memorial of those who were killed in 
action, or died of wounds and 
sickness. 
 

Missionary Sale 
It has been arranged to hold a 
Missionary Sale of Work at the Victoria 
Hall, Greys Road, on Wednesday 

afternoon, November 13th, from 3 to 6 
p.m. The proceeds will be devoted to 
the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel, ear marked for the Rev. C A 
Aylen©s work in Zululand, and for the 
Church Missionary Societies© work in 
India. Mrs Rawdon Willis will be glad 
to receive saleable articles and 
produce, which may be sent to Holy 
Trinity Vicarage. 
 

50 YEARS AGO - 1954 
 

Regular Worshippers 
Quite a lot of people who are regular 
church-goers, are so because they 
have been brought up to be so; they 
thus go from habit, and this is not a 
bad thing; the forming of habits should 
be one of our aims. It is likely that 
those who become regular 
worshippers later in life, do so 
because something has touched their 
hearts, rather than from intellectual 
conviction and a sense of duty. That 
comes later, the first instance is to do 
with the heart; conversely, those who 
do not come, do not come because 
they are dishonest or intellectually 
unconvinced, but because they have 
not acquired the Christian sentiment. 
And one of the reasons for not having 
done so is the regular worshippers. 
Once one gets to know the regulars, 
one finds in the vast majority of them, 
a staunchness which is inspiring, a 
courage which is noble, and a kindly 
tolerance with other people©s 
difficulties. 
 

It is only too easy for outsiders to 
measure Church People by the vast 
minority, but it behoves all of us to 
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examine the points of these people. 
Much of their trouble comes from their 
difficulty in distinguishing between 
Conviction and Prejudice. When we 
speak about our principles we must 
remember that a principle is a 
fundamental truth on which others are 
founded, a law from which others are 
derived. It is because of this confusion 
between Conviction and Principle that 
many people have been "put off" 
religion. Those of us who speak about 
our principles should be quite clear in 
our own minds what the principle is, 
and careful to see that it is not 
Prejudice or Preference. 
 

Rummage Sale 
On Saturday October 23rd at 3.00 
p.m. in Trinity Hall. Proceeds for 
church funds. Please bring rummage 
to the Hall on Friday 22nd, between 5 
and 7 p.m. 
 

Trinity School 
The school is now one of the largest 
Primary Schools in the county, in the 
past three years its membership has 
increased by100, so that there are 
now 388 children. Mr Day the 
headmaster has 7 women and 4 men 
teachers. On average there are 38 
children to a class. 
 

In the past year the premises have 
been improved. A new heating boiler 
being installed in the main building. 
Homelands huts have been repainted, 
the playground resurfaced, and just 
recently the main building has been 
redecorated inside and out, it now has 
electric light. 
 

In July 1954, 12 children left for the 
Grammar School and some 60 for the 
Secondary Modern. 117 have arrived 
this term from the Infants School in 
Greys Road. 

25 YEARS AGO - 1979 
 

Trinity Women©s Group 
The Women©s Group was entertained 
at their October meeting with three 
short films set to music by Mr. and 
Mrs. Leonards. We went to Gweek in 
Cornwall to see the seals, then to 
Northumberland. The Highland 
Games, a Bird Island and Alnwick 
Castle. We saw bagpipes being made 
and Mrs. Leonard buying a set and 
giving us a tune on the way. Back in 
Henley we saw children and dogs 
having a lovely time on the hills and 
along the valley in the snow of past 
winters. 
 

On October 20th we held a very 
successful Rummage Sale and made 
£103 profit. 
 

Revised Pattern of Services 
This month, November, we begin our 
revised pattern of services, which 
follows our general agreement at our 
congregational meeting, will conform 
to the pattern proposed with one minor 
exception. The monthly 12 o© clock 
Holy Communion will normally be on 
the 4th Sunday of the month rather 
than the 1st Sunday, so that it occurs 
when there is no said 8 o© clock Holy 
Communion. To ease the transition for 
this month only, I will celebrate Holy 
Communion on both the 1st and 4th 
Sundays at midday. Please note that 
Evensong moves to its new time of 6 
o© clock. On Remembrance Sunday, 
Parish Communion is at 10 o© clock 
and the two minutes silence will be 
observed immediately after we have 
received Holy Communion at around 
11 0© clock. I am sure that you will all 
co-operate in making a success of the 
revised pattern and that our worship 
will go from strength to strength.
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St Petri f ied’s – 
How St Stringfellows taught St Petrif ieds a thing or two 

Greetings once more from St 
Petrifieds. The other week I spent a 
few days as a guest of my old school 
chum, Marmaduke ffylthy-Rych.  
 

At school he had been plain old 
Marmaduke Smith, but after getting a 
junior post in the city and living on the 
verge of penury for many years had 
married Honoria, the elderly, ugly 
daughter of the merchant banker Sir 
Peregrine ffylthy-Rych. Upon his 
marriage Marmaduke changed his 
name to hers and for some strange  
reason his career took off after that.  
 

Within ten years he had be come 
Chief Executive of Sir Peregrine’s 
bank, Fleecehams of London and was 
living in the lap of luxury. After the 
death of Honoria, Marmaduke retired 
to the country and bought a mansion 
in the very exclusive village of 
Sneering-on- the-Poore down in the 
south of the county. It was during my 
few days stay with my old friend at his 
home, ‘Dunscrimping’, that he invited 
me to a service at his local church. I 
was rather pleased, as Marmaduke 
had never been a religious man. Had 
he found God after his wife’s death, I 
inquired? God, he replied, was not 
involved – “St Stringfellows is so 
exclusive that one simply has to be a 
member!” 
 

The following Sunday morning we set 
off in Marmaduke’s Rolls Royce for the 
200 yard journey to the church. The 
car park at St Stringfellows was full of 
posh cars, nothing smaller than a 
Bentley. Marmaduke’s allotted parking 
place was about 400 yards from the 
church and he explained that he 

hoped to move to one nearer soon, 
but since he had only lived in the 
village for fifteen years he would have 
to be patient.  
 

The church itself was the size of a 
small cathedral and I swiftly passed 
through security and found myself 
inside. Marmaduke had managed to 
wangle a visitor pass for me so that I 
would be able to sit in the main body 
of the church, rather than in a side 
chapel and I was shown to my pew by 
the Second Assistant to the Assistant 
Churchwarden’s Assistant! 
 

The whole church seemed full of 
hostility; they could certainly teach us 
at St Petrifieds a thing or two. No-one 
spoke to me, although I did receive a 
number of hostile stares. We are used 
to giving visitors the cold-shoulder 
ourselves, but this treatment was 
positively arctic and I found myself 
unwittingly practising my own cold 
stare for my return back home. 
Suddenly everyone stood and thought 
the clergy had entered but it was, in 
fact, Lord Snobham and his party who 
took their places on the front pew. In 
fact, when the clergy did enter 
everyone ignored them completely 
and remained seated! 
 

The service itself was quite short, only 
lasting about forty minutes,  half of 
which was spent by one of the clergy 
reading the social notices. It seemed 
that some chap had applied for 
membership but had been blackballed 
by several of the congregation. (It 
transpired that his Bentley was 
 

(Continued on next page)
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NOVEMBER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Thursday 4th PCC Meeting at 8 pm in the Parish room at Holy Trinity 
Church. 

Friday 5th Concert at St Mary©s, Henley, by the choir of Christ 
Church Cathedral, Oxford, at 7.30 pm.  

Saturday 6th 
Churchyard Working Party at Holy Trinity Church. From 
9.30 am to 1 pm. Please spare an hour to help to give 
the churchyard its autumn tidy up. 

Monday 8th Churches Together in Henley Forum. 7.45 for 8.00 pm at 
Friends Meeting House, Northfield End, Henley. 

Sunday 28th Bring and Share Lunch at Holy Trinity Church at 12 
noon. All are welcome to come along. 
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(St Petrified©s continued) 
 

second-hand and he had been spotted 
not wearing a tie  in the local pub, Ye 
Olde Stockbroker’s Arms).  
 

I must admit the visit had given me 
several new ideas for improving the 
services at St Petrifieds and on my 
return home I excitedly proposed them 
to Rev Keen. To my surprise he 

tersely rejected them out of hand with 
a look that would have curdled milk. 
The trouble with him is that he always 
wants to bring religion into everything. 
If he is going to make any progress in 
the church he should realise that this 
attitude will seriously impede his 
career. 
 

Parish Pump 
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CONTACTS AT HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 
 
Vicar The Revd. Duncan Carter Holy Trinity Vicarage   Tel 574 822 
 
Licensed Lay Ministers:- 
  Trevor Lewis 9 Damer Gardens  Tel 572 600 
  Pat Lewis 9 Damer Gardens  Tel 572 600 
  Michael Forsdike  196 Greys Road   Tel 574 158 
 
Churchwarden  John Burton 31 Blandy Road    Tel 572 971 
 

PCC Treasurer    Barbara Williams   Tel 574 533 
Prayer Co-ordinator   Pat Lewis     Tel 572 600 
Church Flowers    Ruth Forster    Tel 575 468 

Mary Burton   Tel 572 971 
 
 

Church Office Tel. 636 396 
 

The STD Code for Henley telephone numbers is 01491 
 
 
 

Readers are encouraged to submit articles, features or notices for the 
next issue of the Trinity Times. 

Submissions can be made in the following ways: 
 

Email to: holy_trinity_henley@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Or just hand your submission to one of the following: 
Mike Hails, John Burton, Alfie Hay 

 

CLOSING DATE:  SUNDAY 14 NOVEMBER 
 

  


